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UCET 2007 was a success!  The 
UCET Board members sincerely 
thank you for your participation 
and help.  

As always, we welcome your 
ideas, critiques, and sugges-
tions - and will try to incorporate 
the best of them into next year’s 
conference.  As you’ll notice 
at right, registration will begin 
earlier for UCET 2008.  We’d like 
to have everything in place early 
enough to nearly eliminate last 
minute scheduling changes and 
confusion.

Three Men Honored at UCET 2007
2007 Technology Educator of  the Year

Sam Thompson
4th Grade Teacher
Trailside Elementary School, Park City

Sam does not teach technology.  He uses technology to 
teach. A variety of technological tools form the base for Sam 
to differentiate his lessons to meet the needs of his students.  
At any given time students might be seen using handheld 
devices to practice spelling words or keyboarding, Nintendo 
DS machines to increase math fact fluency and remotes to 
take content area quizzes.  Students work in ‘project teams’ 
and produce electronic presentations to share new learning.  
Student engagement is high.   Kids are actively involved in 
the learning process.  Academic and behavioral expectations 
are at their peak.

Students know what they are to do and readily analyze data 
to track their progress.   Their end-of-year Electronic Port-
folios will be a legacy to all they’ve accomplished this year.  
Sam’s students are learning and learning well. Of course, 
technology makes this seamless.  What they don’t under-
stand is that all the fun they are having is really good for 
them!

On behalf of the Utah Coali-
tion for Educational Technol-
ogy I would like to thank ev-
eryone for their support of our 
2007 conference.  We had 
nearly 1000 in attendance at 
this year’s event.

I would like to express my 
extreme gratitude to our 
board and volunteers who put 
in countless hours to ensure 
things ran smoothly.  I would 
also like to thank Murray School District and Murray 
High School for the use of their incredible facility.  Their 
employees provided tremendous assistance with the 
building and infrastructure.

Feedback on the presentation was overwhelmingly posi-
tive.  We would like to express our sincere appreciation 
to all those who were willing to share their strategies and 
best practices with others.

UCET looks forward to continued growth and success in 
the future and would like to invite anyone with interest to 
become involved.

Thank you all, once again, for your dedication to the 
children in the state of Utah.  Thank you as well for your 
support of educational technology and your understand-
ing of its importance in the future of our students.

Seth V. Sorensen, UCET President
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Sam’s enthusiasm for teaching with technology is conta-
gious.  It is a vital force in our school community as he shares 
with his colleagues. Veteran teachers of 20+ years readily 
adopt new technologies under Sam’s tutelage.  He has an 
uncanny skill of understanding when and how to share his 
expertise with others so that they not only understand, but 
also are able to apply their newfound knowledge in their own 
classrooms.  Sam is a master trainer and mentor.  It is some 
of these skills that have earned him the honor of being the 
Featured Educator the UEN website.    Students today view 
technology as a way to communicate. Sam shares this view.  
His teacher web page is updated regularly and has become 
an excellent way for him to communicate with the parents of 
his students.  They know what’s going on in the class be-
cause Sam, and the students, communicate this information 
on their web page.  Homework, assignments, and featured 
links are just a few of the ways Sam encourages cooperation 
between the home and school.  

Sam takes his love for technology into his ‘outside of school’ 
life as well.  Periodically, he can be found at his part-time job 
at the APPLE store.  It is here that his ‘habit’ is truly fed.  He 
soaks up all the new gear and gadgets like a sponge and 
is a master at figuring out how to make them all work in his 
classroom for his kids!      Being on the cutting-edge of what 
is happening has helped all of us think a bit differently about 
how we teach kids at Trailside.

Sam is creative, intelligent, and articulate.  But most of all, he 
is fearless in his desire to engage his students in all aspects 
of their learning.  Reading fluency with an iPod or Kara-
oke?????  Sam and his class are doing it and results are 
incredible.  Just one more way to make learning fun! Sam is 
an eternal adolescent.

2007 Technology Leader of  the Year

Jim Langston
Educational Technology Director, Tooele

Jim has a deep knowledge of technology and its importance 
to education. He has a deep sense of duty, loyalty, and 
responsibility to the teachers, students, and administration of 
the Tooele School District. . Jim is knowledgeable in tech-
nology and is effective in keeping programs running within 
the School District.  He knows the latest in programs and 
software and is always encouraging teachers to use what is 
available.

Jim is a caring, professional who goes out of his way to assist 
teachers any way that he can.  He is highly knowledgeable 
and has a can-do attitude related to the many and varied 
requests that he receives about technology.  Jim is readily 
available to schools even if it means he has to re-juggle com-
mitments to make it work. Jim is greatly appreciated for what 
he does for Tooele Schools. Jim is a great person, an excel-
lent educator, and an active advocate for technology.

Jim Langston is patient and helpful. He responds to requests 
for help (even if it is not his job) immediately and patiently 
explains what he is doing.  He never acts superior, though he 
certainly could if he wanted to! Jim Langston is brilliant.  We 

have never known him to not know the answer to a question.  
If he can’t fix something, he figures it out and comes back.

Jim is on several Committees both in Tooele District and at 
the state level.  One of Jim’s faults is that he doesn’t know 
how to say, “no.”  He wants to ensure the success of students 
and teachers in the district. Jim Langston works very hard. 
We know that he puts in extra hours far beyond his contract.

2007 Technology Advocate of  the Year

Richard M. Siddoway
Utah Electronic High School Administrator

Richard has been a professional educator for over 40 years. 
He is an excellent science teacher, an expert on copyright 
issues and library media, and has the most amazing memory 
for names and stories. He’s got a dry wit and always has time 
to visit.

Most recently, Richard is the Principal of the Electronic High 
School. With Richard’s leadership, the Electronic High School 
was created in 1994 as a response to a challenge from 
Utah’s Governor Leavitt. It is the largest and oldest statewide 
virtual high school in the nation.

http://ehs.uen.org/

Besides Richard’s education service, he has served three 
terms in the Utah House of Representatives where he cham-
pioned public education. He is the author of seven books, in-
cluding the New York Times best seller, The Christmas Wish.

UCET congratulates these fine educators and technologists.  
We also salute all of you who tirelessly strive to incorporate 
technology tools into the educational process - enabling your 
students to experience and learn in new and better ways.
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Grants and Opportunities...

Up to $5,000 per award for high school 
and college aeronautics project
Grant Title: Fundamental Aeronautics Program

Organization: NASA’s Aeronautics Research Mission Direc-
torate

Eligibility: High school and college students

Value: Awards range from $1,000-$5,000

Deadline: March 15, 2007

High school students are challenged to put themselves 
50 years into the future to describe how air transportation 
systems have evolved with vehicles flying at various speeds. 
College students are invited to propose solutions for com-
plex technical problems in hypersonic and supersonic flight; 
subsonic fixed and rotary wing transports; or Mars entry, 
descent, and landing. High school entries are due by March 
15, 2007, and college entries are due by April 27, 2007.

Contact: http://aero.larc.nasa.gov/competitions.htm

$10,000 to exemplary young educators
Grant Title: Outstanding Young Educator Award 

Organization: Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development (ASCD)

Eligibility: Educators 

Value: $10,000 

Deadline: April 15, 2007

This award recognizes educators who have made a signifi-
cant impact on student achievement over time and who serve 
as exemplary role models. Nominations must be made by 
ASCD members. Self-nominations are not accepted. There 
are two nomination periods, but just one award is given each 
year.

Contact: http://www.ascd.org/cms/index.cfm?TheViewID=1655

$75,000 for excellent cable TV use in the 
classroom
Grant Title: 2007 National Teacher Awards Program

Organization: Time Warner Cable

Eligibility: K-12 educators within a Time Warner cable service 
area

Value: 15 awards of $2,000-$3,000

Deadline: April 13, 2007

This program recognizes outstanding teachers who develop 
creative learning experiences using cable television resourc-
es such as programming or internet technology. It also aims 
to encourage the development and effective use of Cable in 
the Classroom educational programs, as well as to stimu-
late a national exchange of innovative ideas and programs 
among educators. This year, Time Warner Cable will recog-

nize 15 projects for creative use of cable television resources 
and the winners will receive $2,000 cash and $3,000 for 
school technology advancement. For more information on the 
program, please contact your local Time Warner Cable office. 

Contact: http://www.timewarnercable.com/corporate/aboutus/natl-
teachersawards.html

$20,000 to help students learn about the 
ozone 
Grant Title: CAPCO Science Class Challenge 

Organization: Consumer Aerosol Products Council 

Eligibility: Grades 4-9 teachers 

Value: Ten $1,000 awards and two $5,000 awards 

Deadline: May 14, 2007

The purpose of the competition is to encourage students and 
teachers to learn about the Earth’s protective upper ozone 
layer, CFCs and CFC-free propellants in aerosol products, 
and the environment by using the provided activities or their 
own creative methods. 

Contact:  http://nocfcs.org/scc/rulesregs.htm

$5,000 to increase awareness of  materials 
science 
Grant Title: Living in a Material World Grants 

Organization: ASM International Foundation 

Eligibility: K-12 teachers 

Value: Ten grants of $500 each 

Deadline: May 25, 2007

The purpose of these grants is to enhance awareness of ma-
terials science and the role of materials scientists in society. 
Members of ASM International will work closely with winning 
teachers to develop and implement lessons.  

Link:  http://www.asminternational.org/content/Foundation/Livingin-
theMaterialWorld/Living_Material_World.htm

$150,000 to help fund arts programs 
Grant Title: Learning in the Arts for Children and Youth 

Organization: National Endowment for the Arts 

Eligibility: Nonprofits 

Value: $5,000-$150,000 

Deadline: June 11, 2007

The Learning in the Arts for Children and Youth category of-
fers funding for projects that help children and youth acquire 
knowledge and understanding of and skills in the arts. Proj-
ects must provide participatory learning and engage stu-
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dents with skilled artists, teachers, and excellent art. Funded 
projects apply national or state arts education standards. 
(source: eSchool news)

Contact:  http://www.nea.gov/grants/apply/GAP08/LITA.html

More than $1M for outstanding science 
and math teachers 
Grant Title: Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathemat-
ics and Science Teaching 

Organization: National Science Foundation 

Eligibility: Grades 7-12 math or science teachers 

Value: Up to 108 awards of $10,000 each 

Deadline: May 1, 2007

Each year, the President of the United States recognizes 
outstanding mathematics and science teachers by bestowing 
upon them the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Math-
ematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST). Awards are given 
to teachers in each state and four U.S. jurisdictions, includ-
ing Washington, D.C.; Puerto Rico; Department of Defense 
Schools; and the U.S. territories (American Samoa, Guam, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands). The PAEMST program is administered 
by the National Science Foundation (NSF) on behalf of the 
White House. The 2007 PAEMST program will honor 7th 
thru 12th-grade mathematics and science teachers. Each 
awardee receives a $10,000 award from NSF and gifts from 
a broad range of donors. Awardees and their guests are hon-
ored during events that take place in Washington, D.C., over 
the course of a week-long celebration. These events include 
an awards ceremony, celebratory receptions and banquets, 
and professional development programs.

Contact:  http://www.paemst.org/page.cfm?pageID=2

Adobe Software Donation 
Organization: Adobe Systems Inc. 

Eligibility: Schools and nonprofits	

Value: Software

Adobe Systems Inc. supports K-12 schools and nonprofits by 
donating up to four packages of its latest software. Eligible 
organizations have a core mission that focus on at least one 
of the following: improving K-12 student performance; devel-
oping curriculum for K-12 classrooms; developing and provid-
ing K-12 teacher training and development; and working to 
prevent hunger and homelessness. The program is managed 
by Gifts In Kind International. Requests are reviewed every 
other month based on the primary services the organization 
provides. Organizations may only apply once in a 12-month 
period.

Contact: http://www.adobe.com/aboutadobe/philanthropy/software.
html

Bank of  America Local Grants
Information from their website:  “At the core of Bank of 
America’s national philanthropic strategy is neighborhood 
excellence. It’s a national strategy - delivered locally.

Bank of America’s local grant making activities can - and do 
- vary, depending on what your local community needs. Our 
local market presidents and their teams develop relationships 
with other community leaders to determine the best use of 
philanthropic dollars in each community.

In 2005, our local market presidents contributed to many or-
ganizations helping make their neighborhoods better places 
to live. Some of the recipients included:

Affordable housing organizations
Arts councils
Children’s advocacy groups
Local hospice organizations
Senior citizen centers
Small business incubators
United Way of America
Urban ministries
YMCAs

Eligibility

The majority of our local grant making programs has no 
deadline; applications are reviewed throughout the year at 
regularly scheduled local market leadership meetings.

To be considered for a local grant, your organization:

Must be tax-exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code

Must be based and serve communities in these markets

Community Development - with an emphasis on afford-
able housing, workforce development, and neighborhood 
revitalization. 
Education - with an emphasis on K-12, including after-

school programs; early childhood development; English 
as a second language (ESL); financial literacy, and youth 
mentoring programs. 
Health and Human Services - with an emphasis on United 

Way support, affordable child care, family support servic-
es, and affordable healthcare. 
Arts and Culture - with an emphasis on multicultural 

programs and access to the arts for underserved commu-
nities.

Must be aligned with funding priorities for those markets”

To apply and for complete information...

Contact:  http://www.bankofamerica.com/foundation/index.
cfm?template=fd_localgrants

Sources for grants in this section:  1) eSchool News  2) Bank 
of America

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•



UCET - March 2007 - Page �

Tips and Tutorials...

Zoom In on Your Macintosh Presentations!
A Universal Access system preference feature can also serve 
you well as you present with your OS X Macintosh.  It’s called 
Zoom - and you turn it on or off in the preference itself (see 
illustration), or by pressing Command-Option-8.  Once turned 
on, the preference allows you to zoom in on your cursor by 
pressing the Command-Option-+ (plus) keys, or zoom out by 
pressing Command-Option-- (minus).

Now when you need to zoom in on that URL so the class can 
better see it on the projection screen, you can easily do that!

Mac notebooks have a similar feature located in another 
system preference - Keyboard and Mouse.  In the track-
pad section of the preference, turn on “Use two fingers to 
scroll.”  Then click the “Zoom while holding the Control Key.”  
To zoom in, you put two fingers on your trackpad and drag 
upwards while holding the Control key down.  To zoom out, 
you drag downwards while holding the Control key.  (See il-
lustration below and to the right.)  Once zoomed in the screen 
window will scroll with you as you move your mouse around.

Another nice feature is that you can change the modifier 

key to the Option key or Command Key.  The options but-
ton gives you a few choices as well:  When zoomed in, the 
screen image moves 1) continuously with the pointer, 2) only 
when the pointer reaches an edge, or 3) so the pointer is at 
or near the center of the image.  The Macintosh will even try 
to make things look prettier while zoomed in if the “Smooth 
images” option is checked.  You can turn this option on or off 
on the fly by pressing Command-Option-\.

Try it out!  It’s really helpful when presenting.  By the way, 
have you ever wondered what key those shortcut key sym-
bols stand for???  See the illustration below...
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Software and Hardware...

Reasons to Run to—and from—Vista
Should you run, walk or crawl to Windows Vista? Or not even 
go there at all? As Vista becomes available, eWEEK Labs’ 
Jason Brooks provides some reasons to be the first one in 
line for the new OS and some reasons to pull up the rear.

Link:  http://www.eweek.com/slideshow/0,1206,l=&s=&a=199829,00.
asp?kc=EWEWKEMLP020307BOEB

Free Word Plug-in Allows Reading/Writing 
of  OpenOffice Documents 
You’ve probably noticed the increasing number of documents 
in the OpenDocument format, also called ODF. It’s an open 
standard that encompasses a number of different file types. 
The one you see most commonly is .odt which is for word 
processing documents but there is .ods for spreadsheets, 
.odp for presentations and others [1]. Most of these docu-
ments originate from folks using the increasingly popular free 
OpenOffice suite [2]. This has created problems for Microsoft 
Word users as that product cannot read .odt documents. 
This problem has now been solved with the release of a free 
Open Source plug-in for Word [3] that allows users of Word 
2002 (XP) and later to read or write ODF documents. The 
OpenXML Translator plug-in was developed by several of 
Microsoft’s partners and is endorsed by Microsoft itself [4]. 
Future developments will include plug-ins for Excel and other 
Office components. 

[1] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OpenDocument

[2] http://www.openoffice.org/

[3] http://sourceforge.net/projects/odf-converter

[4] http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/press/2007/jan07/02-
01OpenXMLPR.mspx

Source: Gizmo Richard’s Support Alert Newsletter

Better Manage Windows Startup 
The power to speed up your computer’s startup process!

Can you learn another language in the time it takes for your 
machine to boot? Do you turn on your PC when you go to 
bed, so it’s finished booting by the time you get home from 
work the next day?

When Windows loads it’s Startup file, it attempts to load ev-
ery program in there at the same time. Therefore if you have 
quite a lot of programs starting when Windows starts, each 
program will try and grab CPU time so that it can load. 

If each program tries to do this at the same time, you soon 
notice the slow down that occurs, due to your CPU trying to 
help all the programs to load, and your hard disk accessing 
multiple files.

Startup Delayer allows you to setup how many seconds after 
Windows has started, to load each program.

For Example: 

If you have your mail program and a special clock starting up, 
then you can make your mail start say 10 seconds after Win-
dows has loaded, and then the special clock start 20 seconds 
after Windows Starts.

Compatible with Windows 98/ME/2000/XP

http://www.r2.com.au/software.php?page=2&show=startdelay

Source: Gizmo Richard’s Support Alert Newsletter

Google Docs and Spreadsheets
If you’ve ever struggled to keep track of different versions of 
spreadsheet or word processor files sent over email, Google 
Docs & Spreadsheets may be right for you. Google Docs 
& Spreadsheets is a free web-based word processing and 
spreadsheet program that keeps documents current and lets 
the people you choose update files from their own comput-
ers. You can, for example, coordinate your student group’s 
homework assignments, access your family to-do list from 
work or home, or collaborate with remote colleagues on a 
new business plan.

Get started quickly! Import your existing documents and 
spreadsheets, or create new ones from scratch.
Edit your documents and spreadsheets from anywhere.
All you need is a Web browser - your documents and 

spreadsheets are stored securely online.
Share changes in real-time.
Invite people to your documents/spreadsheets and make 

changes together, at the same time.
And it’s free.

You can easily do all the basics, including making bulleted 
lists, sorting by columns, adding tables, images, comments, 
formulas, changing fonts and more.

Google Docs & Spreadsheets accepts most popu lar file for-
mats, including DOC, XLS, ODT, ODS, RTF, CSV, etc. So go 
ahead and upload your existing files; all your formatting and 
formulas will come through intact.

The familiar desktop feel makes editing online easy.  Just 
click the toolbar buttons to bold, underline, indent, change 
the font or number format, change the cell background color 
and so on.

Sharing: Choose who can access your documents and 
spreadsheets. Just enter the email addresses of the people 
with whom you want to share a given file and send them an 
invitation. Share instantly: Anyone you’ve invited to either edit 
or view your document or spreadsheet can access it as soon 
as they sign in.

Edit with others in real time: Multiple people can view and 
make changes at the same time. There’s an on-screen chat 
window for spreadsheets, and document revisions show you 
exactly who changed what, and when.

Link: http://www.google.com/intl/en/options/

Click on Docs and Spreadsheets

•

•
•

•
•

•
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Websites and Online Resources...

JCU Study Skills Online - Essay 
Writing
James Cook University has developed a 
small, easy to use website on essay writing, 
particularly the process of writing an es-
say.  Students can use this online guide as a 
roadmap in their own essay writing.  The site 
includes links to the redrafting checklist, a 
section on essay structure (including devel-
oping good topic sentences and supporting 
sentences for paragraphs), sample essays, 
and links to other essay resources.

Link: http://www.jcu.edu.au/studying/services/studyskills/essay/index.html

2007 Sun-Earth Day Materials Now Avail-
able to Educators
Celebrate our connection to the Sun any time of the year, 
either as a special event or as part of your regular programs! 
Here’s your opportunity to learn more about NASA’s Sun-
Earth Day resources!

Prepare for an international celebration of our Sun’s domain! 
This year’s theme, Living in the Atmosphere of the Sun, 
shares the beauty, relevance and significance of our Sun’s 
relationship to earth and the solar system. Don’t miss This 
year’s featured educational activity that will show you how 
to monitor the progress of a solar storm, assess the cur-
rent space weather conditions, and share the results with 
peers around the world! You’ll also want to take part in Solar 
Week’s career connections, the international star party and 
our new Technology Through Time lineup!

When is Sun-Earth Day?

Sun-Earth Day is comprised of a series of programs and 
events that occur throughout the year culminating with a 
celebration on or near the Spring Equinox.

Sun-Earth Day Strategy:

Over the past six years, the NASAs Sun-Earth Connection 
Education Forum has sponsored and coordinated education 
and public outreach events to highlight NASAs Sun-Earth 
Connection research and discoveries. Our strategy involves 
using celestial events, such as total solar eclipses and the 
Transit of Venus, as well as Sun-Earth Day during the March 
Equinox, to engage K-12 schools and the general public in 

space science activities, demonstrations, and interactions 
with space scientists.

Sun-Earth Day Resources:

In collaboration with partners that include science centers 
and museums around the world, the Exploratorium, NASA 
Connect, Sun-Earth Connection missions, and others, we 
produce webcasts, other multi-media, and print resources for 
use by school and informal educators nation-wide and inter-
nationally. We provide training and professional development 
to K-12 educators, museum personnel, amateur astrono-
mers, Girl Scout leaders, etc., so they can implement their 
own outreach programs taking advantage of our resources. A 
coordinated approach promotes multiple programs occurring 
each year under a common theme.

Sun-Earth Day web site:

The new Sun-Earth Day website contains information for stu-
dents, educators, scientists, museums and amateur astrono-
mers! All web resources for Sun-Earth Day 2005: Ancient 
Observatories, Timeless Knowledge are archived and will 
remain on-line for your enjoyment!

Be sure to look at the Sun-Earth Day Kits available to educa-
tors for $6 (covers shipping).

http://sunearthday.nasa.gov/2007/promotional/kit.php

Sun-Earth Day Site for 2007:

http://sunearthday.nasa.gov/2007

Sun-Earth Day HomePage:

http://sunearthday.nasa.gov/
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Open Educational Resources (OER)
OER Commons is the first comprehensive open learning net-
work where teachers and professors (from pre-K to graduate 
school) can access their colleagues’ course materials, share 
their own, and collaborate on affecting today’s classrooms. 
It uses Web 2.0 features (tags, ratings, comments, reviews, 
and social networking) to create an online experience that 
engages educators in sharing their best teaching and learn-
ing practices.

The emergence of OER signals the growing trend toward 
openness for teaching and learning materials.

The mission of OER Commons is to expand educational op-
portunities by increasing access to high-quality Open Edu-
cational Resources (OER), and facilitating the creation, use, 
and re-use of OER, for instructors, students, and self-learn-
ers.

Objectives

OER Commons reaches its mission through the following 
objectives:

Use: To provide a single point of access through which 
educators, students, and all learners can search, browse, 
evaluate, download, and discuss open educational re-
sources (OER) that are freely available online.
Re-Use: To expand opportunities for those who use open 

educational resources to develop and submit high-quality 
content for others to use and localize.
Community: To broaden opportunities for educators, 

students, and self-learners to exchange information about, 
create standards for, and otherwise define, improve and 
evaluate the quality of open educational resources avail-
able on the Internet.

What are OER?

Open Education Resources (OER) are teaching and learning 
materials that are freely available online for everyone to use, 
whether you are an instructor, student, or self-learner. Ex-

•

•

•

amples of OER include: full courses, course modules, syllabi, 
lectures, homework assignments, quizzes, lab and classroom 
activities, pedagogical materials, games, simulations, and 
many more resources contained in digital media collections 
from around the world.

Re-use and adaptation of OER by educators bring new 
potential to support individualized teaching and learning, per-
sonalized networked services, and collaborative innovation 
across institutions and academic disciplines.

About OER Commons Partners

OER Commons represents the joint efforts of the wider OER 
community and facilitates the growth of the OER movement. 
From content, to infrastructure, to policies, OER Commons 
would not be possible without the contributions of many indi-
viduals and organizations that have been working tirelessly to 
make open content for all a reality.

OER Commons offers improved access to and development 
of high-quality Open Educational Resources; it does not cre-
ate or house the learning materials themselves. Open Edu-
cational Resources that can be accessed on OER Commons 
are created, developed, housed, and maintained through 
institutions, collections, and authors that are partnering with 
OER Commons. In addition, OER Commons is actively en-
gaged in encouraging institutions, archives, and creators to 
open their educational resources for all to use, with appropri-
ate and well-defined conditions of use and re-use.

Link:  http://www.oercommons.org/

Text Content Analysis Tool
Analyse text content using our free text analysis tool which 
gives you statistics about a text including word count; unique 
words; number of sentences; average words per sentence; 
lexical density; and the Gunning Fog readability index.

Link: http://www.usingenglish.com/resources/text-statistics.php
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News and Alerts...

Bill Gates Asks Senate For Ed-Data Cen-
ter; Overhaul of  Education Pedagogy
Bill Gates presented his thoughts on what America’s educa-
tion process needs to the Senate on March 7, 2007. Among 
other things, he asked congress to revamp the nation’s im-
migration laws to keep U.S. jobs on American soil, he pushed 
for higher educational standards, and pushed for a data col-
lection system to assess how well schools and students are 
doing.  Here are some excerpts from his presentation...

“Our current expectations for what our students should learn 
in school were set fifty years ago to meet the needs of an 
economy based on manufacturing and agriculture. We now 
have an economy based on knowledge and technology.”

“Despite the best efforts of many committed educators and 
administrators, our high schools have simply failed to adapt 
to this change. As any parent knows, however, our children 
have not [failed to adapt]--they are fully immersed in digital 
culture. As a result, while most students enter high school 
wanting to succeed, too many end up bored, unchallenged, 
and disengaged from the high school curriculum--”digital na-
tives” caught up in an industrial-age learning model.”

“Data collection systems must be transparent and accurate 
so that we can understand what is working and what isn’t 
and for whom. Therefore, we need data by race and income. 
I urge this committee to support the creation of a Center for 
State Education Data, which will serve as a national resource 
for state education data and will provide one-stop access for 
education research and policy makers, along with a public 
web site to streamline education data reporting.”

Read more about Gates’ presentation at...

http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/showstoryts.cfm?Articleid=6935

http://blog.washingtonpost.com/posttech/2007/03/gates_us_shut-
ting_out_generati.html?nav=rss_blog

GMail is now available to all...
After three years of invitation only access to GMail, Google’s 
highly touted email system, access has been made available 
to anyone wanting a GMail account.

http://gmail.google.com/

Gmail is a new kind of webmail, built on the idea that email 
can be more intuitive, efficient and useful. And maybe even 
fun. After all, Gmail has:

Fast search: Use Google search to find the exact message 
you want, no matter when it was sent or received.

Lots of space: Over 2826.200243 megabytes (and counting) 
of free storage so you’ll never need to delete another mes-
sage.

Chat right inside Gmail: It’s just one click to chat with the 
people you already email. You can even save your chats in 
your Gmail account.

Mobile access: Read Gmail on your mobile phone by pointing 

your phone’s web browser to http://gmail.com/app.

Cost: Free

Superior spam protection using innovative Google technology

Languages: Messages can be sent and read in most lan-
guages. The Gmail interface is available in 40 languages: 
US and UK English, simplified and traditional Chinese, 
Arabic, Bulgarian, Catalan, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, 
Estonian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hebrew, Hindi, 
Hungarian, Icelandic, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, 
Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Rus-
sian, Serbian, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish, Swedish, Tagalog, 
Thai, Turkish, Ukrainian, and Vietnamese.

Access: Free automatic forwarding and POP3 access

JavaScript and cookies must be enabled on all browsers

Fully supported browsers:

 Microsoft IE 5.5+ (download: Windows)
 Netscape 7.1+ (download: Windows Mac Linux)
 Mozilla 1.4+ (download: Windows Mac Linux)
 Mozilla Firefox 0.8+ (download: Windows Mac Linux)
 Safari 1.2.1+ (download: Mac)

Many other browsers work with Gmail’s basic HTML view, 
including:

 Microsoft IE 4.0+ 
 Netscape 4.07+ 
 Opera 6.03+

Chats in Gmail work on Microsoft IE 6.0+ and Firefox 1.0+
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