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Partnership to Promote National Internet Safety Campaign
San Francisco, CA – July 13, 2006 – Common Sense Media, an organization dedicated to improving the media and 
entertainment lives of kids and families, the PTA, and Fox Interactive Media (FIM) announced a major national Internet 
safety campaign designed to reach millions of parents. The goal of the campaign, which includes an Internet Survival 
Guide for Parents independently created and distributed by Common Sense Media (with an accompanying website at 
www.commonsense.com), as well as online advertisements running across the Fox Interactive Media network, is to 
help parents keep their kids Internet safe and smart.

“As part of our commitment to Internet safety, we have a responsibility to help parents and their teens to work together 
to engage in safe online practices,” said Hemanshu Nigam, Chief Security Officer at MySpace.com and FIM. “Kiefer 
Sutherland carries our Internet safety message to families in a compelling way, and the more informed parents are, the 
safer families will be online. We’re grateful to Kiefer and to Common Sense Media and the National PTA for their help 
on this important project.”

In a recent national poll released by Common Sense Media, 85% of parents considered the Internet the most risky 
form of media for their kids. At the same time, the poll showed that 77% of parents surveyed think the Internet is an 
important tool to help their kids learn and 91% said they thought the Internet helps their kids explore subjects they are 
passionate about.

“In order to protect children from running into trouble on the Internet, parents need to know where their kids live on 
line and need simple, practical information to help keep their kids safe,” said James P. Steyer, CEO of Common Sense 
Media. “We want to empower parents with Internet safety tools so that they can confidently embrace the online world 
their kids study and play in.”

The campaign includes:

National television PSA campaign with the PTA featuring “24” star Kiefer Sutherland

National online banner advertising campaign 
across Fox Interactive Media’s network of Internet 
properties

A website dedicated to Internet safety and 
resources located at commonsense.com, featuring:

A downloadable guidebook to Internet safety for 
parents

downloadable Internet safety tip card for parents 
and teens

Links to the commonsense.com site from PTA.org 
and Fox Interactive Media’s network of sites

Link: http://www.commonsense.com/

(Background photo courtesy of Stock.Xchng)

•

•

•

•

•

•



Kids In Need Teacher Grants Help Teachers Realize Their Dreams
Kids In Need Teacher Grants provide K-12 educators with funding to provide innovative learning opportunities for 
their students. The SHOPA Kids In Need Foundation helps to engage students in the learning process by supporting our 
most creative and important educational resource — our nation’s teachers.

How are the Teacher Grants funded?

The Teacher Grants are funded by the retail and education credit union sponsors.

How do teachers get an application?

Retail sponsors and designated education credit unions make the grant applications available at their outlets during the 
back-to-school season. Applications from the sponsors are also available on their Web site. Applications for 2006-2007 
will be available mid-July of 2006.

How many Teacher Grants are awarded?

For the 2005-2006 academic year, the SHOPA Kids In Need Foundation awarded more than $103,000 to 240 teachers 
from a field of more than 1,800 grant applications. Teacher Grant awards range from $100 to $500 each and are used to 
finance creative classroom projects. Typically, 200-300 grants are awarded each year.

What is the selection criteria?

The Teacher Grant applications go through a four-tiered assessment process. The applications are judged according 
to the rubric which emphasizes innovativeness and merit, clarity of objectives, replication feasibility, suitability of 
evaluation methods, and cost effectiveness. Members of the Foundation’s Teacher Grants Committee complete the final 
round of evaluation of the grant applications in late October. See details of the requirements on their website.

Who is eligible? 

All certified K-12 teachers in the U.S. are eligible.

What type of projects are funded?

At the end of the academic year, teachers report on the outcome of the funded projects. Some examples of winning 
projects include:

Twilight Zone “Eye of the Beholder” - This project consisted of remaking a Twilight Zone episode in its 
entirety from the original script. Students cast the drama, built the sets, designed and rigged the lighting 
and sound, applied the make-up, ran the cameras, edited the video tape, designed the titles and credits, 
and put on an event for the premiere showing of the completed video.

Charged Cars - Math in Motion - Students designed and built a battery-operated vehicle with a 
wheelbase of 40 cm designed to be mathematically accurate to travel and stop at any designated point 
between 1 and 10 meters.

Winning projects are put in the form of lesson plans and are published as a Best Practices Guide. The Guide is 
distributed to other teachers through the Kids In Need Resource Centers and from the Foundation office.

Link: http://www.shopa.org/shopa_foundation/teacher_programs.php



Teacher Inspiration Award:  Recognizing a journalism teacher who through excel-
lent instruction inspired others to pursue scholastic journalism teaching and/or 
advising...
Purpose

This award recognizes a teacher who, through the teaching and/or advising of journalism, inspired others to pursue 
journalism teaching as a career and who has made a positive difference in the teaching community.

Entry Criteria:  A narrative of at least 500 words should explain how the teacher being nominated inspired the 
person making the nomination. The nomination must be from a teacher who is a member of JEA and who advises a 
publication, teaches journalism classes or is retired after having spent at least 10 years in scholastic journalism. Retired 
journalism teachers and advisers, along with those currently teaching or advising may be nominated. Up to three 
additional letters of support maybe included. Nominations of unsuccessful candidates are retained for a maximum of 
two additional years and the original nominator is invited to send updated information by the appropriate deadline.

Award Nominations:  Retired journalism teachers and advisers, along with those currently teaching or advising, may be 
nominated. The nomination packet should include the essay on letter-size paper and the completed entry form with the 
following information: 

• The nominated teacher/adviser’s name, address, phone and e-mail address.

• The nominator’s name, school, address, phone and e-mail address.

Award Recognition:  This is a juried award. Entries are evaluated by a national panel of journalism educators consisting 
of members of the JEA Awards Committee or individual designated by the JEA awards committee chair. The award 
program will include one winner with a cash prize of $1,000. Honorable mentions may be given. The winner and 
honorable mentions, if any, will be recognized at the spring JEA/NSPA National High School Journalism Convention 
awards luncheon where the winner will be asked to speak. The winner’s travel and hotel will be paid to the spring 
convention.

Deadline:  The entry must be postmarked on or before Oct. 1. Details can be found at their website

Link: http://www.jea.org/awards/teacherinspire.html

Google SketchUp 5.0.297 for Windows and Macintosh
Google SketchUp (free) is an easy-to-learn 3D modeling program that enables you to explore the world in 3D. With 
just a few simple tools, you can 
create 3D models of houses, sheds, 
decks, home additions, woodworking 
projects - even space ships. And once 
you’ve built your models, you can 
place them in Google Earth, post 
them to the 3D Warehouse, or print 
hard copies.

Google SketchUp is free for personal 
use. No registration is required.

SketchUp is available for Macintosh 
OSX and Windows.

Link: http://sketchup.google.com/



XML Nanny 2.0 - Free Software
XML Nanny is a developer tool that provides an Aqua 
interface for checking XHTML and XML documents 
for Well-Formedness and Validity either locally or 
across the network.

XML Nanny is the perfect tool for the web author who 
cares! Checking your XHTML document’s validity 
either locally or remotely is a snap, and XML Nanny’s 
detailed error messages let you know about those 
embarrassing validation errors so you can debug them 
immediately.

XML Nanny cares for your XHTML documents in 
places the W3C web-based validation service can’t 
reach... Suppose you are developing a standards-based 
web site or application on your local web server or 
behind a firewall. The W3C validator can’t reach your 
document to validate it. XML Nanny can.

REQUIREMENTS:

Mac OS X 10.4 or later. (Source - MacUpdate.com)

Link: http://www.macupdate.com/info.php/id/19204

SmartBoard Lessons Podcasts
The purpose of this site is to accompany a podcast that 
focuses on using SMART Boards in the classroom. 
Each episode features a lesson, a podcast, and user 
comments. The hosts, Joan Badger and Ben Hazzard, 
have been recognized as SMART Exemplary Educators, 
Peer Educators, Tradeshow Teachers, and Conference 
Presenters on the use of SMARTBoards in the classroom. 
Joan teaches Grade 6 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 
Ben has taught from Grades 4 through 7 in Brampton, 
Ontario, Canada and then Sarnia, Ontario, Canada.

The goal of this podcast is to share lesson ideas that use 
technology to engage students in learning with a focus 
on SMARTBoard Interactive Whiteboards between 
educators. It will be a maximum of 20 minutes so that 
teachers can listen on lunch breaks or recesses as they 
mark papers or on their way to school in the morning via 
their iPod. We are always looking for other educators 
who would like to share their lesson ideas with others. 
Email Ben (ben@mrhazzard.com) or Joan (jbadger@
pembinatrails.ca) with your ideas!

Link and source: http://pdtogo.com/smart/

ReelBean for Macintosh OSX - Free Software
ReelBean is a movie converter and player offering many features that are normally only available in expensive pro 
video applications. As a Universal binary ReelBean runs on new Intel-based Mac computers and PowerPC-based 
machines. 

ReelBean allows you to view and edit videos in most of the common formats, 
including QuickTime, MPEG4, H.264, AVI and many others. 

ReelBean also allows you to export your videos to many video and audio formats, 
including all those shown in this screenshot of the export drawer.

ReelBean allows you to edit videos, extract sections of audio and video into separate 
files, and displays detailed video information and properties panels. It can be used to 
extract the audio from a movie and export it directly into iTunes. ReelBean will also 
play DVDs in a sleek borderless window. 

Individual frames or image sequences from movies can also be saved as image files. 

ReelBean’s attractive player window makes it easy to navigate and manipulate a 
video, whether viewing or editing. Additional panels provide further details about the 
video, and allow the individual tracks (video, audio, etc) of a movie to be extracted 
separately.

The innovative scene selection drawer allows the type of fast access to individual 
scenes and sections of a video that are normally only found built into DVD players. 

Link: http://www.js8media.com/reelbean/



Ohloh - Open Source Projects Indexed and Evaluated
“A few former Microsoft employees have launched a Web site that evaluates open-source projects. The site, Ohloh, is 
not a reviews site, but instead a directory of open-source software, its co-founder said.

“We collect from the infrastructure the open-source community uses to develop the software,” Ohloh co-founder and 
CEO Scott Collison told CNET News.com. “It also serves as an open-source directory. You can find open-source 
projects and compare them, and gradually find one that’s right for you.”” (Source - http://news.zdnet.com/2100-3513_22-
6094497.html)

The Ohloh site describes itself this way... “Explore 
Open Source - We’re mapping the open source 
world by collecting objective information on open 
source software. Search our site for the most current 
software metrics and project information on open 
source software projects.”

The service is to provide information about open 
source projects, including license information and 
estimates of how much an open-source project could 
cost.

Link:  http://www.ohloh.net/

Training on How to Secure Your Windows PC
We hear a lot about computer security these days - usually negative.  
Computers getting hacked, identity theft, viruses and worms, keyboard 
loggers that try to steal your passwords and credit card information.  
Computers users, of necessity, have had to become informed how to 
combat these intrusions, or suffer the consequences.  If you feel you 
feel you need a little more background and training, Microsoft has 
developed some security primers that will help you.  These videos and 
articles are short, succinct, and helpful. The link below will take you to 
a video entitled...

Video: Security basics - Watch this video to get started learning about how to improve the security of your computer 
and your personal information online.

Link:  http://www.microsoft.com/athome/security/videos/video_secoverview.mspx

Be sure to click on the “Watch more videos about computer security at home” link, which will take you to another page 
of training videos, which includes the following...

• 3 things you can do to prevent spyware (2:56 minutes)
• What you should know about phishing scams (3:32 minutes)
• Defending against viruses and worms (3:44 minutes)
• Keeping your computer up to date (3:18 minutes)
• Dealing with spam e-mail (3:13 minutes)
• Protecting your privacy and personal information online (3:14 minutes)
• Using online newsgroups (3:26 minutes)
• Teaching your kids about online safety (3:54 minutes)

You should also check out Security at Home homepage:  http://www.microsoft.com/athome/security/default.mspx



Awards up to $65,000 to expand family literacy
Grant Title: The Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy 
Organization: The Barbara Bush Foundation 
Eligibility: Nonprofits 
Value: Awards of up to $65,000 
Deadline: September 8, 2006

The foundation’s grant-making program seeks to develop or expand projects that are designed to support the 
development of literacy skills for adult primary care givers and their children. In order to be considered eligible for 
a grant, an organization must meet the following criteria: the organization must have current non-profit or public 
status and have been in existence for two or more years as of the date of the application; the organization must have 
maintained fiscal accountability; and the organization must operate an instructional literacy program that has been 
in existence for at least two years and includes one or more of the following components: literacy for adults, parent 
education, pre-literacy or literacy instruction for children preK-grade 3, and intergenerational literacy activities (Parent 
and Child Together time or P.A.C.T. time).

Link:  http://www.barbarabushfoundation.com/nga.html

(Source: eSchool News - http://www.eschoolnews.com/erc/funding/opps.cfm#1475)

$7,000 for professional development and other studies
Grant Title: The National Education Association Foundation Learning and Leadership Grants 
Organization: The National Education Association Foundation 
Eligibility: Educators at public K-12 schools or public institutions of higher education 
Value: Between $2,000 and $5,000 
Deadline: October 15, 2006

Grants support public school teachers, public education support professionals, and/or faculty and staff in public 
institutions of higher education for one of the following two purposes: grants to individuals fund participation in high-
quality professional development experiences, such as summer institutes or action research; and grants to groups fund 
collegial study, including study groups, action research, lesson study, or mentoring experiences for faculty or staff new 
to an assignment. All professional development must improve practice, curriculum, and student achievement. Grant 
funds may be used for fees, travel expenses, books, or other materials that enable applicants to learn subject matter, 
instructional approaches, and skills. Recipients are expected to exercise professional leadership by sharing their new 
learning with their colleagues.

Link: http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/Guidelines%20Learning&Leadership.htm

(Source: eSchool News - http://www.eschoolnews.com/erc/funding/opps.cfm#1475)

Learning History Through Podcasts
More educational websites are turning to podcasting to add another dimension to their offerings.  In an eSchool News 
article, three such sites were described.  Please go exploring!

Link to eSchool News article: http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/showStory.cfm?ArticleID=6428

Colonial Williamsburg Podcasts: http://www.history.org/Media/podcasts.cfm

Smithsonian Podcasts: http://www.smithsonian.org/podcasts/default.htm

Monticello Podcasts: http://www.monticello.org/podcasts/index.html



Grant Title: Adobe Software Donation 
Organization: Adobe Systems Inc. 
Eligibility: Schools and nonprofits
Deadline:  Ongoing Grant	
Value: Software

Adobe Systems Inc. supports K-12 schools and nonprofits by donating up to four packages of its latest software. 
Eligible organizations have a core mission that focus on at least one of the following: improving K-12 student 
performance; developing curriculum for K-12 classrooms; developing and providing K-12 teacher training and 
development; and working to prevent hunger and homelessness. The program is managed by Gifts In Kind 
International. Requests are reviewed every other month based on the primary services the organization provides. 
Organizations may only apply once in a 12-month period.

Link:  http://www.adobe.com/aboutadobe/philanthropy/software.html

Grant Title: Allstate Foundation Grants 
Organization: The Allstate Foundation 
Eligibility: Schools
Deadline: Ongoing Grant	
Value: Up to $10,000

The Allstate Foundation makes grants to nonprofit organizations, including public K-12 schools, for projects that 
are related to automobile and highway safety, homes and neighborhoods, and personal safety and security. Under 
the personal safety and security initiative, programs that raise awareness of poverty, child abuse, drugs, and violence 
prevention are eligible for consideration. Applicants should offer safeguards against gangs, guns, sexual harassment, 
and domestic violence. Grants typically range from $5,000 to $10,000. There are no deadlines.

Link: http://www.allstate.com/Community/PageRender.asp?Page=funding.html

eSchool News List of Ongoing Grant Opportunities for Education
The two grants listed above on this page came from this eSchool News webpage.  For a long list of over a hundred 
more ongoing grant opportunities similar to these, please visit the following link... 

Link: http://www.eschoolnews.com/erc/funding/ongoing.cfm



August Topic - Bugs
Summer is a great time to start a collection, and nothing 
seems more abundant than insects.  The Bug Club, the 
junior division of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 
based in London, England, provides an easy-to-use 
interactive tool for determining the order of unknown 
(or known!) insects. Students click a series of insect 
characteristics (Does it have wings? How many? Does it 
have antenna? Long or short?) and are guided through the 
order-identification process. The Bug Club also offers a 
section on choosing and keeping pet bugs, and a list of bug 
related books and links. Additional site features include 
a newsletter, discussion forum, and membership options. 
(Source: EducationWorld.com)

Link: http://www.projects.ex.ac.uk/bugclub/bugid.html

Texas Cooperative Extension at Texas A&M University 
provides a wonderful insect and arthropod field guide 
online.  

Link: http://insects.tamu.edu/fieldguide/

The National Wildlife Federation has a marvelously packed 
website called eNature...

Link:  http://www.enature.com/home/

eNature is filled with online field guides for birds, 
amphibians, mammals, fish, insects, reptiles, trees, 
wildflowers, and much more.  The insect field guide is 
located at...

Link: http://www.enature.com/fieldguides/intermediate.
asp?curGroupID=4

Also, don’t forget a great Utah resource, SURWEB, which 
contains collections of images, including these...

Insects of Utah
Insects of Utah (Common)
Insects of Utah (Nocturnal)

Link: http://www.surweb.org/

Have a great summer!


