Script Writing

A Simple Format Writing a Shooting Script
· Use Courier font (not “Courier New”).
· One inch margins all the way around.
· Scene number ½ inches in margin.
· Slug lines at margin and in caps

· (INT or EXT.  LOCATION – TIME OF DAY).
· One space after slug line, before “stage” direction.
· The first time a person is mentioned written in caps.

· One space after direction.

· Person speaking centered and in caps.

· Dialogue 2½ inch margins both sides.

· One space after dialogue, before next speaker or direction
· Two spaces before the next slug line.

From Filmmaking for Teens:  Pulling Off Your Shorts, by Troy Lanier and Clay Nichols:

For us there is only one central and unavoidable rule:

Finish the film.

That’s it.  Our main idea.  Nothing is more important than actually getting a movie done.  Grand concepts, gorgeous ideas, and bust-a-gut premises by themselves are worth zippo.  Your ideas only become something if they are realized.  Or, in moviemaking lingo, it’s nothing until it’s “in the can.”  Above all else, you need to get it done.  If only it were as simple as it sounds.

