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Copyright

Copyright is provided for in the U.S. Constitution, by granting creators exclusive rights to their creations for a limited time, originally 14 years.  Copyright law has become convoluted and complex, with the term becoming longer and longer before works enter the public domain. Lawyers are making a killing off helping authors comply with the law and protect themselves from each other, all the while increasing costs and reducing creativity.  We and our children will all be long dead before a work that I create today enters the public domain.
Fair use allows certain usage for educational purposes, as long as only a small portion of the work is used and that the use does not impair the market of the original work.  Teachers can make handouts by photocopying out of a textbook and not have to worry about lawyers showing up at their door.  What about putting together a slideshow of pictures of the school basketball team along with a full-length, copyrighted song pulled off a student's iPod and showing it at a pep rally or assembly during the state playoffs for all 1500 students at your high school?  What about posting the video on the school website for tens of thousands in the community or across the world to access?  The RIAA and MPAA are becoming bolder about suing for even minimal infringement.
Sharing

Because some people want to allow others to use something they create, content licenses like Creative Commons and the GNU Free Documentation License allow authors to give blanket permission to others to do certain things with their works.  Wikipedia, one of the most well known sites on the web, is licensed under the GFDL.  It allows anyone to use Wikipedia content for any purpose, as long as derivative works are also licensed under the GFDL.  Creative Commons has a range of license options that can be selected, such as not allowing commercial use, not allowing the original to be changed or remixed, or requiring that any derivative works retain the same license.  Flickr is a photo sharing site that allows people to license their pictures using CC licenses.  Close to 57 million pictures on Flickr use some form of CC licensing.  There are over 2 billion total pictures on the site, the majority of which are set to All Rights Reserved, which means you can't use them without the permission of the copyright owner.  That is about 2.6% CC licensed pictures.
Right now if you have content from MIT's OpenCourseWare site, which is CC-NC-SA licensed, you wouldn't be able to mix it with Wikipedia content, because both require that any derivative works retain the same license as the original.  So which would apply?  Within the past couple of months, it was announced that a new version of the GFDL may soon be released that would allow GFDL content to be mixed with CC-SA content.
OER

According to the OECD, an organization of governments focused on discussing and promoting policies to encourage democracy and economic growth around the world, much of the OER movement is driven by Higher Education, with some of that coming from institutional policy and some from individuals providing content on their own. Whether it is individuals or entire institutions participating in the movement, the purposes for sharing seem to be similar: reduce content development cost, promote lifelong learning and encourage more to seek a university education, return content to the taxpayers that funded it, compete for the best students, and improve content through transparency, among others. As content opens up, the traditional role of a teacher as one who simply provides content to students becomes out of date. If the content is already available, the teacher must become a facilitator and collaborator with students.
As teachers begin taking a constructivist approach, allowing students to remix and reuse content, individual students will begin taking an active role in their own education, building on their existing knowledge and schema. There is much still lacking in terms of seamless support from technology to support collaboration; wikis do a good job in certain applications, but are not feasible in others. There are legal issues to deal with, such as copyright and institutional policies, as well as the unwillingness on the part of some educators to make any kind of change to how they have always taught.

Repositories

Open University (UK) Open Content Initiative

The Open University, being a higher education institution, provides higher ed content in units, which are different size chunks, anywhere from a small amount of material that could be reviewed in just a few sessions or a workshop to what appears to be enough material for a full semester course. The materials have learning objectives and are rated from Introductory to Advanced in the level of the material they cover, but they do not provide any clear prerequisites that might be required to successfully meet those learning objectives. There are discussion forums dedicated to allowing for exchange of ideas among learners of the content.

Rice Connexions

Connexions is a repository of modules and courses (collections of modules). Each of these modules are quite small, and could be used alone or along with the rest of the course, or remixed in some other way.  It allows anyone to post materials.

Carnegie Mellon Open Learning Initiative

The OLI exists of a very small number of full courses, with all the same material as a student taking the course at CMU, but without access to the instructor or exams. By paying, the student can earn credit by working with an instructor and taking exams. Both methods allow the student to track their way through their completion of the course if desired.

UNESCO Open Training Platform

The UNESCO materials, put out by the United Nations, is not so much focused on higher ed like many OER repositories. The OER in this case look more like continuing/distance education or adult outreach education. A byline on the site says they are "Advocating open content in non formal education." It focuses mainly on material that could be very helpful in terms of teaching something people can actually use, as opposed by some of what we teach in higher ed. Some of the materials may be out of date.

MIT OCW

MIT runs one of the most well-known OER Repositories, with quite a comprehensive set of well over 200 courses published in the last 6 months alone and over 1800 courses altogether (compared to just about 100 at USU). They consist of mostly full semester courses, including presentation of material, additional study materials, and exams. These are MIT classes, with an extensive quality assurance and copyright clearance process.

National Repository of Online Courses

NROC OER consist of higher ed as well as high school level courses. They employ a staff of designers and evaluators to ensure the content consists of effective materials that follow accepted Learning Theories. NROC content is available for educational and nonprofit use for free, or for a price to commercial entities. A small number of high quality courses are available.

Utah OpenCourseWare Alliance
Courses provided by Utah universities.  USU's Center for Open and Sustainable Learning pioneered the effort here in the state, but it is growing quickly at many other state institutions.
National Science Digital Library
The NSDL is an NSF-funded digital library of STEM content for K-16 teachers.  Copyright is retained by creators, and it is up to the creators to include licensing information.  You can search for content through their website or use a tool like the Instructional Architect.
