Professional Development 2.0
Personal Learning Networks
Why use a Personal Learning Network?

A simple answer to this question is to work smarter rather than harder.  A Personal Learning Network (PLN) can rapidly progress your personal and professional development by bringing knowledge to you.  For example, I have set up a PLN that caters to a specific professional goal.  Since I teach a course on Instructional Technology in Teaching, I set a goal to increase my knowledge of innovative uses of technology in k12 settings.  When I come across a good blog on educational technology, I add it to my RSS feed aggregator, Google Reader, so I can follow it consistently.  I collect links to useful educational resources and share them with students and fellow educators using the del.icio.us social bookmarking application.  Additionally, every day Google Alerts conducts an automatic search on “Teaching with Technology” and sends the results to my email address.  Since my PLN is web based, I can access it from any computer with an Internet connection.  By contacting the authors of blogs and joining a social network of educators interested in using technology for collaborative projects, I’ve made many valuable professional contacts.    

In your classroom, PLNs can give your students the opportunity to pursue individual goals, which can be highly motivating.  Perhaps more importantly, by using PLNs in the classroom, you can teach your students the skills that they will need to take control of their own learning as they move through life.  Instead of simply surfing the web, your students will be prepared to navigate the oceans of information that lie before them.

How do you create a PLN?

Because a PLN is personal, there are no hard at fast rules for creating a PLN.  However, there are a number of tools that can help you establish and organize your PLN.  Two types of tools are common starting points for developing your PLN, RSS feed aggregators and social bookmarking sites
Additionally, the value of your personal learning network can be increased by connecting more directly to other learners with similar goals through the use of social networking.  You have probably heard of MySpace and Facebook, two popular social networking applications that are frequently used for entertainment or to connect with family and friends.  Less commonly known, but of more professional value, are LinkedIn and Ning.  LinkedIn was designed for business networking while Ning allows users to create their own social networks.

You may want to consider using a professional blog to reflect on your teaching.  The advantage of a blog over a personal journal is that it is public.  As a public forum, a professional blog is open to comment by your peers, who just might have the answers to the questions that are keeping you up at night.  
Beyond the tools already mentioned, Google has several applications that can enhance a PLN.  One popular tool is iGoogle, a personalized homepage that organize many of the other elements in your PLN.  Another tool is Google Alerts, which allows you to set up automatic searches for the most recent news in any given subject area.  A third tool is Google Notebook, which allows you to collect and organize webclippings from a variety of sources.  

Getting Started

Recommended Blogs

· Remote Access by Clarence Fisher: http://remoteaccess.typepad.com/remote_access/ 

· Blog of Proximal Development by Konrad Glogowski: http://www.teachandlearn.ca/blog/ 

· Using Blogs in Science Education by Stacy Baker: http://blogging4biology.edublogs.org/ 
· The Edublogger by Sue Waters: http://theedublogger.edublogs.org/ 

· The Fischbowl by Karl Fisch: http://thefischbowl.blogspot.com/ 

· Moving at the Speed of Creativity by Wesley Fryer: http://www.speedofcreativity.org/ 
Useful Technologies for Growth and Collaboration
· Ning: http://www.ning.com/
· Classroom 2.0: http://www.classroom20.com/ 

· School 2.0: http://school20.ning.com/ 

· iGoogle: http://www.google.com/ig 
· Google Reader: http://www.google.com/reader
· Google Notebook: http://www.google.com/notebook 
· Skype: http://www.skype.com/ 

· Elluminate: http://www.elluminate.com/ 
· Second Life: http://slurl.com/secondlife/jokaydia/ 
· Slideshare: http://www.slideshare.net/ 

· Pageflakes: http://www.pageflakes.com/ 

· Digg: http://www.digg.com/ 
· Diigo: http://www.diigo.com/ 

· Furl: http://www.furl.net/ 
Guides to Technologies for Growth and Collaboration

· Blogger

· Blogging Tool

· How-To: http://landmark-project.com/workshops/handouts/setting_up_blogger_account.pdf 

· Bloglines

· RSS Feed Aggregator

· How-To: http://landmark-project.com/workshops/handouts/bloglines_setup.pdf 

· Del.icio.us

· Social Bookmarking

· How-To: http://www.timdavies.org.uk/files/3%20-%20Social%20Bookmarking.pdf
· Edublogs

· Blogging Tool

· http://landmark-project.com/workshops/handouts/edublogs_setup.pdf
· Finding and Reading Blogs

· How-To: http://www.timdavies.org.uk/files/6%20-%20Reading%20Blogs.pdf 

· Google Alerts

· Automatic Web Search

· How-To: http://www.timdavies.org.uk/files/Google%20Alerts.pdf 

· NetVibes

· RSS Feed Aggregator

· How-To: http://www.timdavies.org.uk/files/4%20-%20NetVibes%20General%20Purpose%20Briefing.pdf 

· Wikis

· How-To: http://www.timdavies.org.uk/files/8%20-%20Wiki%20in%20One%20Page.pdf 

